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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION: 



Please delete the paragraph on page 5, beginning at line 14 through line 18. 
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Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 
A D i sc l osed i s a method for evaluating, during a welding process, a welded 
joint as it is forming between at least two parts of a joint using at least one ultrasonic 
transmitter sound penetrating the region of the forming welded joint with ultrasonic 
waves and at least one ultrasonic receiver, which registers the changes in sound 
transmittance of the ultrasonic waves penetrating the region of the forming welded 
joint in order to evaluate the welded joint. Th e i nv e nt i on i s d i st i ngu i shed by sound 
b e ing Sound is transmitted with longitudinal (I) and transverse(t) ultrasonic waves 
into the region of the welded joint, the time-dependent changes in sound 
transmittance D|(t), D t (t) of the longitudinal ultrasonic waves (I) and the transverse 
ultrasonic waves (t) being registered separately, and using the ratio of Di(t) to D t (t), 
the time point t s at which a molten mass forms in the region of the welded joint being 
determined and serving as a basis for evaluating the welded joint. 



